GRADEN BENTON

gradywbenton@gmail.com / 509-332-9614

EXPERIENCE

SEATTLE MARINERS
Baseball Communications Seasonal Assistant / March 2025 - October 2025

Led press box operations and set up during home games, as well as gathering media clips and assisting in media tracking.
Compile daily press materials including , news releases, game notes, player bios, post-game notes, etc.

Contribute to posts and articles published on Mariners Blog, From the Corner of Edgar and Dave.

Help with everyday public relations operations within the clubhouse and opposing teams

Assist in gathering credentials for media memebrs through MLB Credentials Portal.

Help with seasonal publications like media guides, yearbooks, special events and commemorative program

Mediate interviews and press conferences for the organization both in-person and virtually.

EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Athletic Communications Seasonal Assistant / August 2024 - March 2025

Main media contact for Womern'’s Soccer, Men's and Womer's Tennis, and secondary media contact for Football.
Prepared daily press materials including game notes, news releases, player bios, post-game notes, etc.
Contribute to posts and articles published on team website and social media accounts.

Use of Adobe Creative Suite for creating graphics, and clipping in-game highlights for posting.

Mediate interviews and compile stats for live broadcasts of athletic events.

Led training for student workers in media relations, live stats, and other valuable tasks.

PORTLAND PICKLES BASEBALL
Journalism/Data Analytics Internship / February 2024 - August 2024
Led our baseball communications team, writing post-game recaps for website and social media accounts.
Daily and weekly pre/post-game anlytical discussion and updates for our team and opponents.

Communicate daily with the WCL (West Coast League) and organization with roster moves, statistics, and scheduling.

WASHINGTON STATE ATHLETICS
Sports Information Student Assistant / August 2023 - May 2024
Baseball Student Manager / August 2018 - August 2023

Handle statistical tracking systems during home games using software such as StatCrew, NCAA Live Stats, TrackMan, etc.
Write and edit previews, recaps, feature stories, game day programs, media guides, and press releases for all athletic teams.

Organize and create credentials for local and national media for athletic and other special events.
Execute practice plans with coaches as well as coordinate with other athletic personnel in daily operations.

Coordinate with baseball operations and sports information directors with lineups, stats, uniforms, injuries, and team personnel.

SKILLS

Advanced writer with experience in game notes, feature writing, news releases, game recaps and others.

Statistical research, using services like Sports Reference, Stathead, Statspass, Elias, MLB.com, and others.
Efficent use of Microsoft Software (Word, Excel, Powerpoint, etc.) and Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop, Indesign, Auditon, etc.).

Excellent knowlegde of sports, Media Relations, organization, and meeting immediate deadlines.

EDUCATION

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
M.A. / Strategic Communications / 2023 - 2024

B.A / Multi-Media Journalism / Minor: Sports Management & English / 2018 - 2023
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REFERENCES

ALEX MAYER
Senior Manager, Baseball Communications / Seattle Mariners

Email: amayer@Mariners.com

Cell: (224) 563-7129

TIM HEVLY

Vice President, Communications / Seattle Mariners
Email: thevly@Mariners.com

Cell: (206) 295-2.811

ADAM GRESCH

Senior Manager, Communications / Seattle Mariners
Email: agresch@mariners.com
Cell: (208) 596-8181

RYAN EUCKER

Former Senior Associate Athletic Director, External Relations and Revenue / Eastern Washington University
Email: ryaneucker@gmail.com

Cell: (509) 359-6380

BOBBY ALWORTH
Assistant Sports Information Director / Washington State University

Email: bobby.alworth@wsu.edu
Cell: (951) 452-6129

NATE WEBER

Equipment Operation Manager, WSU Athletics / Washington State University
Email: nateweber@wsu.edu

Cell: (509) 432-3724

TYLER NELSON
Director of Ops & Community Partnerships for the Portland Pickles / Portland Pickles Baseball

Email: nelsontyler4327@gmail.com
Cell: (503) 369-6887



